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Obama Renews His Commitment to the Full 
Homosexualist Agenda 

by Robert A. J. Gagnon 

 

     The Office of the White House Press Secretary released on June 29, 2009 
“Remarks by the President at LGBT Pride Month Reception.”  Here are excerpts 
of the speech (emphases are mine). They make clear Obama’s major 
commitment to shove down the throat of the American public the full 
homosexualist agenda, consistent with many previous pronouncements.  

     For the full speech go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-the-President-
at-LGBT-Pride-Month-Reception/.] 

     Welcome to your White House….   

     Though we've made progress, there are still fellow citizens, perhaps neighbors or even 
family members and loved ones, who still hold fast to worn arguments and old attitudes…. 

     It's not for me to tell you to be patient, any more than it was for others to counsel patience 
to African Americans who were petitioning for equal rights a half century ago.  

     But I say this:  We have made progress and we will make more.  And I want you to know 
that I expect and hope to be judged not by words, not by promises I've made, but by the 
promises that my administration keeps.  And by the time you receive -- (applause.)  We've 
been in office six months now.  I suspect that by the time this administration is over, I think 
you guys will have pretty good feelings about the Obama administration.  (Applause.)    

     Now, while there is much more work to do, we can point to important changes we've already 
put in place since coming into office.  I've signed a memorandum requiring all agencies to 
extend as many federal benefits as possible to LGBT families as current law allows….  

     I've called on Congress to repeal the so-called Defense of Marriage Act to help end 
discrimination -- (applause) -- to help end discrimination against same-sex couples in this 
country.  Now, I want to add we have a duty to uphold existing law…. And fulfilling this duty in 
upholding the law in no way lessens my commitment to reversing this law.  I've made that clear. 
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     I'm also urging Congress to pass the Domestic Partners Benefits and Obligations Act, which 
will guarantee the full range of benefits, including health care, to LGBT couples and their 
children.  (Applause.)  My administration is also working hard to pass an employee non-
discrimination bill and hate crimes bill, and we're making progress on both fronts.  (Applause.)  
Judy and Dennis Shepard, as well as their son Logan, are here today.  I met with Judy in the Oval 
Office in May -- (applause) -- and I assured her and I assured all of you that we are going to 
pass an inclusive hate crimes bill into law, a bill named for their son Matthew.  (Applause.)  

     In addition, my administration is committed to rescinding the discriminatory ban on entry 
to the United States based on HIV status. (Applause.)  The Office of Management and Budget 
just concluded a review of a proposal to repeal this entry ban, which is a first and very big 
step towards ending this policy….   

     And finally, I want to say a word about "don't ask, don't tell."  As I said before -- I'll say it 
again -- I believe "don't ask, don't tell" doesn't contribute to our national security.  
(Applause.)  …Now, my administration is already working with the Pentagon and members of 
the House and the Senate on how we'll go about ending this policy, which will require an act 
of Congress. 

     Someday, I'm confident, we'll look back at this transition and ask why it generated such 
angst, but as Commander-in-Chief, in a time of war, I do have a responsibility to see that this 
change is administered in a practical way and a way that takes over the long term.  That's why 
I've asked the Secretary of Defense and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to develop a 
plan for how to thoroughly implement a repeal…. 

     Now, even as we take these steps, we must recognize that real progress depends not only 
on the laws we change but, as I said before, on the hearts we open….That's why I've spoken 
about these issues not just in front of you, but in front of unlikely audiences -- in front of 
African American church members, in front of other audiences that have traditionally resisted 
these changes.  And that's what I'll continue to do so.  That's how we'll shift attitudes.  That's 
how we'll honor the legacy of leaders like Frank and many others who have refused to accept 
anything less than full and equal citizenship…. 

     The truth is when these folks protested at Stonewall 40 years ago no one could have 
imagined that you -- or, for that matter, I -- (laughter) -- would be standing here today.  
(Applause.)  So we are all witnesses to monumental changes in this country.  That should give 
us hope, but we cannot rest.  We must continue to do our part to make progress -- step by 
step, law by law, mind by changing mind.  And I want you to know that in this task I will not 
only be your friend, I will continue to be an ally and a champion and a President who fights 
with you and for you…. 

    But thank you very much, all, for being here.  Enjoy the White House.  Thank you.  
(Applause.)  


